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News from the Field  
While cotton-top tamarins typically 
give birth to twins once a year, we 
had our first record of triplet births 
in the wild!  Cotton-tops have been 
observed giving birth to triplets in 
captive colonies and in zoos on 
occasion. 
In our 
more 
than 20 
years of 
working 
with 
wild 
cotton-
tops, we have never observed the 
birth of triplets until this year. 
Cotton-tops Narda and Suzy gave 
birth to triplets this spring.  It was 
such a surprise to our field team 
when they encountered Narda’s 
group and Suzy’s group and 
counted 3 tiny cotton-top tamarin 
heads!  Everyone in Narda’s family 
cared for the new infants, but sadly 
only two of the infants survive 
today.  It is a common phenomenon 
in captive colonies that only 2 of 
the 3 infants survive.  While a 
female may be able to give birth to 
triplets, she just doesn’t produce 
enough milk to support all 3 
infants. Despite the loss, all are 

doing well and we look forward to 
another promising year for the 
cotton-tops. 
Babies, Babies, Babies!!  
Spring and early summer is the 
time for baby cotton-top tamarins 
to be born in the forest at Hacienda 
El Ceibal.  Welcome the new 
addition of twins to the following 
families:  Támara and Reinaldo; 
María and Iván; Cuca and Carlos; 
Nístar and Charlie; and Sofía and 
Donaldo. All of the twins born this 
year are healthy and are growing 
up fast.  Babies are a prized item 
in a group of tamarins and 
everyone wants to participate in 
caring for the infants.  They are 
carried on the backs of adult 
animals and the youngest animals 
in the group are their primary play 
partners.  Four weeks after the 
infants are born they beg for solid 
food from the adults in the group 
and by ten weeks they spend more 
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than 50% of the time moving 
independently through the forest.  
Watching them learn to navigate 
through the trees can be quite 
stressful …especially if they are too 
small to jump from tree to tree.  
That’s when they scream, squeal, 
and throw quite the temper 
tantrum until an adult gives them 
a “lift” to the next tree. 
 
IUCN RED LIST REVIEW:  
Cotton-top tamarins status 
may change to CRITICALLY 
ENDANGERED  
The IUCN (International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature) 
Primate Specialist Group and the 
IUCN Global Mammal Assessment 
team met at Disney’s Animal 
Kingdom for a review of the status 
of Neotropical Primates.  Proyecto 

Tití’s biologists Anne Savage and 
Jaime Causado, presented 
information from the cotton-top 
tamarin census that showed a 
dramatic decline in remaining 
forest available for cotton-top 
tamarins and its impact on their 
population and long-term survival.  
Based on the criteria established 
by IUCN, we recommended that 
the status of the cotton-top tamarin 
change from Endangered to 
Critically Endangered.  This 
proposal will be presented at the 

2008 International Primatological 
Society Congress in Edinburgh, 
Scotland and then presented at the 
IUCN Congress in Barcelona, 
Spain. Changing the status of the 
cotton-top tamarin will bring 
international attention to the 
dramatic decline in forest habitat 
and threats to the long-term 
survival of this species in 
Colombia. 



Establishing a Protected Area 
for Cotton-top Tamarins in 
Northern Colombia  
Proyecto Tití has been working 
closely with The Nature 
Conservancy and local conservation 
agencies to establish a protected 
area for cotton-top tamarins.  
Based on the census results and 
visits to the sites identified as 
priority area for cotton-top tamarin 
conservation, TNC is developing a 
plan to conserve some of the last 
remaining dry tropical forests in 
the region.  In collaboration with 
several local agencies, TNC is 
hoping to purchase approximately 
1,000 hectares of forested land or 
land that can be recuperated for 
wildlife conservation efforts.  Given 
the dramatic decline in forested 
areas that are suitable for cotton-
top tamarins we hope to enhance 
this conservation effort by 
targeting forested land that would 
be important for cotton-tops and 
allow for the establishment of 
corridors within the proposed 
protected areas.  

 

Eco-mochilas:  We are 
expanding our network!  
Our women’s artisan group, 
ASOARTESANAS, have now 
recycled more than 1.5 million 
plastic bags and created amazing 
eco-mochilas; tote bags crocheted 
from plastic bags.  With help from 
our generous donors, we continue 
to expand our network by training 

more women to make eco-mochilas 
near our field site.  To date, we 
have provided training to more 
than 300 women.  With the support 
of the mayor of Tarqu �, a small 
town near Bogotá, Ana Isabel and 
Bernarda from ASOARTESANAS 
boarded their first airplane and 
arrived in Tarquí to deliver a 
workshop on how to make eco-
mochilas for 180 women.  Iader 
Lamilla, Fundación Proyecto Titi’s 
Education Coordinator provided 
information on how eco-mochilas 
were benefiting cotton-top tamarin 
conservation efforts.  After the 
session, the community of Tarqu � 
committed to making eco-mochilas 
and protecting the biodiversity of 
the area.  It’s very exciting to see 
how eco-mochilas are spreading 
throughout Colombia! 



Madagascar to join the Eco-
Mochila Network!  

 
Dr. Patricia 
Wright, one of 
the world’s 
leading 
conservationists 

working to save lemurs in 
Madagascar, has invited the 
ASOARTESANAS to come to 
Madagascar to teach local 
Malagasy artisans to make eco-
mochilas.  Plastic bag waste is a 
big problem in Madagascar and 
efforts to decrease the amount of 
plastic bags that are littering the 
environment are of urgent concern.  
Dr. Wright is committed to 
developing community programs in 
Madagascar and we are so very 
excited to be part of this important 
initiative.  
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Help us send our ASOARTESANAS to 
Madagascar!! 

Round-trip airfare from Barranquilla, 
Colombia to Antananarivo, Madagascar = 

$2,900 
 

Please donate at our website 
www.proyectotiti.com  or contact us at 

proyectotiti@aol.com . 

 

ASOARTESANAS Selected to 
Participate in the 
International Women 
Environmental Entrepreneurs 
Fair  
IUCN has 
developed a 
new 
concept 
that will be 
hosted in 
conjunction 
with the World Conservation 
Congress in Barcelona, Spain in 
October 2008.  The International 
Women Environmental 
Entrepreneurs Fair aims to 
facilitate and strengthen women’s  
productive enterprises that 
produce or provide services that 
are environmentally friendly; and 
showcase women’s professional and 
business activities that go beyond 
regional borders and contribute to 
environmental conservation and 
the alleviation of poverty. 
Proyecto Tit � and 
ASOARTESANAS were selected to 
participate in this event and we 
will be highlighting our eco-
mochilas, products, and cotton-top 
tamarin conservation efforts.   
 
 

Help us send ASOARTESANAS to 
Spain!! 

Round-trip airfare from Barranquilla to 
Barcelona = $1,700 

 
Please donate at our website 

www.proyectotiti.com  or contact us at 
proyectotiti@aol.com  

 



 
Due to the high cost of hotels in 
Barcelona, we are looking for an 
apartment or time share to use 
from Oct. 4-15. Have one that you 
aren’t using?  Please contact us 
(proyectotiti@aol.com ) if one might 
be available. 
 
CALL to Action:  Centro 
Ambiental y Artesanal de Los 
Limites  

When the eco-mochila program 
started the ASOARTESANAS had 
always dreamed of constructing 
their passion for conservation and 
sell their eco-mochilas to all who 
visited Los L �mites.  In 4 short 
years, they have saved enough 
money to purchase a small plot of 
land in their village. The Disney 
Worldwide Conservation Fund has 

provided a generous grant to help 
ASOARTESANAS construct Phase 
I of the Centro Ambiental y 
Artesanal de Los Límites  (CALL).  
CALL will serve as a conservation 
center allowing visitors to learn 
about the conservation efforts of 
Proyecto Tit � and provide an 
opportunity for the 
ASOARTESANAS to demonstrate 
their commitment to conservation 
by highlighting the eco-mochila 
program.  CALL will have a 
visitors center complete with 
graphics highlighting our 
conservation efforts in the region, a 
demonstration area for the 
ASOARTESANAS to explain how 
eco-mochilas are made, and a store 
so that visitors can purchase 
ASOARTESANAS products!   
 

Help us purchase a sign that 
will be placed by the side of the 

road so that visitors driving 
from Cartagena to 

Barranquilla will be 
encouraged to stop and learn 

more about our cotton-top 
tamarin conservation efforts. 

 

Cost = $2,000 
 

Please donate at our website 
www.proyectotiti.com  or contact us 

at proyectotiti@aol.com . 
 

We look forward to sharing new 
stories and updates from Proyecto 
Tití at the WCN Expo this October 
in San Francisco, and later, at the 
“Zoos and Aquariums Committing 
to Conservation” Conference 
(ZACC) next January 2009 at the 
Houston Zoo in Texas. 


